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Mobile Apps giving new life to old 
languages 

 
Marrithiyel, a ‘Tyikim’ language, is a highly threatened Daly River (NT) language, with only 
small pockets of speakers spread across the Daly River, Wagait, Belyuen and Darwin 
regions. A rich and complex language, and traditionally the lingua franca of the Daly 
region, Marrithiyel now has less than 100 speakers.  
 
It is important for Tyikim speech communities to preserve as much of their language as 
possible, and to record and document it for future generations. In Tyikim communities 
affiliation to language, and connection to linguistic heritage, are an integral part of 
cultural identity.  
 
Dr Linda Payi Ford of the Northern Institute, was recently awarded a National Indigenous 
Research and Knowledges Network (NIRAKN) grant to work with linguistic experts Dr Ian 
Green (University of Adelaide), Bruce Birch (Australian National University) and Dr Jaky Troy 
(AIATSIS & NIRAKN), along with Tyikim speakers of Marrithiyel and an expert Language 
Advisory Committee. The grant is provided through the Yuraki, History, Language and 
Politics node of NIRAKN and has been awarded for the purpose of creating a 
smartphone/tablet ‘app’ that will provide for on-demand language learning and enable 
the community at large to contribute to its database.  
 
Dr Ford, a Marrithiyel language speaker, says: ‘The younger generation of language 
owners have a limited understanding of Marrithiyel;  through the smartphone app they will 
have ready access to language resources and will be able to build up their knowledge of 
the language and their confidence in using it.’   
 
This weekend the project team are meeting with Marrithiyel elders to finalise the 
specifications for the app. The project team will also travel with the elders to Belyuen to 
record Tyikim language being spoken. 
 
The 5 day program will finish with an open forum at the Northern Institute (CDU Casuarina 
Campus) on Monday 27 October from 10am-12noon. This enables members of the wider 
community to learn more about the project and the processes involved.  
 
The forum is FREE and open to the public.  Please RSVP via email to 
thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au for catering purposes.  A workshop invite is attached.   
 
Want to know more about the Northern Institute? 
Talk to us +61 8 8946 7468  
Visit us cdu.edu.au/the-northern-institute 
Like us facebook.com/TheNorthernInstitute 
Follow us @cdu_ni 
Email us thenortherninstitute@cdu.edu.au 
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