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Session 1 

08.35am – 9.35am 

Contemporary politics and society  

Chair: Dr Nathan Franklin 

Rifka Sibarani The importance of “Outer Island” Indonesia to research 
and education in Northern Australia 

Eva San Art to Heal: Collaborative Research Opportunity between 
Singapore and the NT 

Christine Pheeney An Online Interregional Collaborative Inquiry, Developing 
Peaceful Relations Strategically. 

Egas Alves   Local-level governance and democratisation in Timor-
Leste 

 

Session 2 

9.35am –10.35am 

People, environment and livelihoods 

Chair: Dr Vannessa Hearman 

Jenny House The use of customary practices in co-management of 

small-scale fisheries in Timor-Leste 

Gianna Bonis-Profumo Investigating the relationship between gender relations, 

livestock and diets in Timor-Leste though a sequential 

mixed-methods approach 

Benjamin Brown Multi-stakeholder mangrove forest landscape restoration 
opportunity mapping in Indonesia 

Sigit D. Sasmito Effect of land-use change to Indonesian Papua mangrove 
blue carbon: an implication for national emission 
reduction targets  

 
Session 3 
10.45-11.45 

Hazards, disasters and utopias 
Chair : Ms. Rifka Sibarani 

David McKenzie Strengthening Natural Hazard Consequence Risk 

Reduction with Experiential Learning in the Indonesian 

and Australian Agricultural Sectors   

Mujiburrahman Disaster Warning in Myths, Legends and Folklores across 

the Indonesian Archipelago 

Dr Jonatan Lassa From dystopia to utopia: Indonesia Vision 2045 - an 

experiment with Indonesian fire management policy 

makers 
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The importance of “Outer Island” Indonesia to research and education in Northern Australia 

Rifka Sibarani 

PhD student 

CDU College of Health and Human Sciences 

 

Abstract 

Major Australian universities have heavily invested in partnerships with prominent Indonesian 

universities in Java. Less attention has been given to universities from the ‘Outer Islands’ of 

Indonesia (i.e. islands other than Java). Charles Darwin University is in a strong position as the 

closest university to Australia’s giant archipelagic neighbour to be engaged with key areas of 

the Outer Islands. While some may regard these ‘outer-islands’ universities as not as 

prestigious as major universities in Java (especially Gadjah Mada University and the University 

of Indonesia), research (and other) collaborations with these regional universities can put CDU 

in a leading and unique position social and environmental research in regional Indonesia. The 

benefits of partnering with regional universities include the possibility of better opportunities 

to win international grant funding, because direct partnering with regional universities 

provides points of difference and proposal rooted in local contexts throughout this vast 

country. In addition, it can play a key role in improving human resource skills in non-

metropolitan higher education institutions. All these benefits will not just foster stronger 

people to people connections, but also robust institutional links between the two countries. 

This flash presentation aims to ignite broader conversation for the future of research (and 

other) collaborations between CDU and Indonesian regional universities outside of Java.  It 

argues that CDU can play a more effective and relevant role by focussing on such areas, 

especially those areas that have little contact with Australian universities. 

Bio 

Rifka Sibarani is a PhD student at the School of Health and Human Sciences at Charles Darwin 

University. Her work as a lecturer in Indonesia, with a background in communication and public 

policies studies, has driven her research interests towards investigating solutions to social 

issues using effective communication approaches.  
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Art to Heal: Collaborative Research Opportunity between Singapore and the NT  

Yeng Keng Eva San  

PhD Student 

CDU College of Indigenous Futures, Arts and Society 

 

Abstract: Art therapy is an emerging scholarly discipline that aims to deliver art therapists that 

are culturally sensitive, competent and ethical to work with individuals and community to 

foster well-being through therapeutic art-making. Art therapy makes the most of the 

transformative potential in the creative process as well as within the therapeutic relationship.   

 Currently, there is only one university in Southeast Asia that delivers this emerging academic 

field at a higher degree learning level. With the proximity to Australia, there are many 

possibilities that art therapy as a field of study could be develop in this country, particularly in 

the Northern Territory. Northern Territory as a home to some of the oldest Indigenous art in 

Australia, offers a myriad of research opportunities for the art therapy field.   

As an emerging field of study, there is still limited study in art therapy that looks at the benefits 

of integrating indigenous and western knowledge to develop the future direction of this field. 

This presentation aims to ignite a broader conversation of how art therapy pedagogy could 

benefit from an exploration of Australian Indigenous approaches that focuses on the 

connection to our spirits as an integral aspect of healing.   

KEYWORD: art therapy, indigenous arts, northern territory 

 

Bio: Eva completed a master’s degree in Art Therapy in 2014 in Singapore and had been 

working as an art therapist.  As an art therapist and a researcher, she bases her theory on an 

Indigenous, feminist, trauma-informed, deconstructive, postcolonial and a social justice 

framework.  
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An Online Interregional Collaborative Inquiry, Developing Peaceful Relations Strategically 

Christine Pheeney 

PhD Candidate 

CDU College of Education  

 

ABSTRACT: Contemporary security, technology, environment and economic development 

challenges require strategic regional response. In doctoral research underway, I engaged and 

now study an online interregional collaborative inquiry that counters sectarian conflict. The 

inquiry methodology revitalised Indonesian Indigenous Wisdom of ‘deliberations amongst 

representatives’ and ‘cooperative ethos and action’ as social mechanisms for communication 

and interaction. Harnessing the online environment as collaborative infrastructure facilitated 

interregional involvement, sharing resources and agency at an affordable cost. Progressive 

analysis shows intentional orchestration of diverse connections and discussion with supported 

unifying focus, contributes to peaceful attitudes, conduct and relations. This paper discusses 

the inquiry significance as strategic cross-cultural learning responsive to contemporary 

opportunities and challenges. The discussion explores four areas: Indonesian sensitivities and 

dispositions in postcolonial dynamics; efforts transforming institution practice; cultural 

interface for peace and understanding; and application of digital tools.  

KEYWORDS: Peace, Indonesia, Collaborative Inquiry  

 

BIO: Christine’s interdisciplinary PhD research explores teachers’ experiences in professional 

learning activities revitalising cooperative and mutual mentoring cultural heritages. Christine 

developed an understanding of Indonesian Education dynamics as an Australian Volunteer for 

International Development over the last fourteen years. Prior to living cross-culturally in 

Indonesia, Christine enjoyed facilitating and co-learning in environmental education, distance 

education and classroom settings in Australia.   



 

6 
 

Local-Level Governance and Democratisation in Timor-Leste  

Egas Alves  

Master by research  

CDU College of Indigenous Futures, Arts & Society, 

 

Abstract: This paper examines the process of gradual political decentralisation in Timor-Leste 

and the impact that decentralisation will have on local-level governance and democratisation. 

It argues that since 2003, the First Timor-Leste’s Constitutional Government (Fretilin 

government) has put into motion the process for decentralisation reform; however, the final 

model which is intended to make democracy work at all level of government has not yet been 

finalised. By decentralising the administrative system, the government aims to expand 

democratic space to the grassroots level and devolve public administrative functions to the 

municipal level. However, the implementation process has been slow among other contending 

urgencies in the state-building process.  

Typically, the conventional approaches to political decentralisation in many countries 

comprised of deconcentration, delegation, and devolution. Since the Parliamentary Majority 

Alliance (AMP) government held power in 2007, they decided to take the approach through 

pre-deconcentration, followed by deconcentration as the best way to prepare and establish 

the functional representative's bodies of local governance. However, the role of traditional 

institutions in a decentralised governance structure is not always made explicit. Using a 

combination of exploratory and descriptive case study approach, this study gathered data from 

both primary and secondary sources in order to answer the research question: why 

decentralisation reform in Timor-Leste has not been fully implemented?  

Keyword: decentralisation, democratisation, Timor Leste 

 

Bio: Egas Alves is a master by research student (part-time) at the College of Indigenous Futures, 

Arts & Society, at Charles Darwin University (CDU). He held a bachelor’s degree in arts and a 

master’s degree in information technology management (by course work) from CDU. He was 

a member of the student movement ‘Renetil’ during the Indonesian occupation of East Timor, 

and that makes him interested in Timor-Leste’s politics 
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The use of customary practices in co-management of small-scale fisheries in Timor-Leste  

Jenny House 

PhD student  

CDU Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods (RIEL) 

 

Abstract: Co-management approaches in small-scale fisheries are increasingly being utilised to 

address the historical lack of community participation in fisheries management and work 

towards sustainable fisheries in the Coral Triangle. This flash presentation will focus on the 

case of co-management of small-scale fisheries in Timor-Leste. Charles Darwin University has 

strong links with Timor-Leste and experience with co-management in Northern Australia. In 

Timor-Leste, international organisations are heavily involved in establishing co-management 

arrangements for inshore fisheries. These approaches often incorporate tara bandu which is a 

customary process of managing access and use of resources using local laws and ritual 

practices. However, it is essential that the incorporation of traditional practices is not just a 

box ticking exercise, but is appropriate to the local context and truly works to meet the needs 

of coastal communities. This presentation will share some of the challenges and lessons that 

the marine conservation NGO, Blue Ventures, has learned through our involvement in co-

management in Timor-Leste.   

 

Bio: Jenny House is a PhD student with RIEL, focusing on the area of gender and fisheries. Her 

research is conducted in Timor-Leste, where she has been working in community-driven 

marine conservation for the past three years. Her work there was with the marine conservation 

NGO Blue Ventures, who she continues to work with as she embarks on her PhD. Prior to 

moving to Timor-Leste, she completed her MSc in Marine Environmental Management with 

the University of York in the UK. 
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Investigating the relationship between gender relations, livestock and diets in Timor-Leste 

though a sequential mixed-methods approach 

Gianna Bonis-Profumo  

PhD Candidate 

CDU Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods 

 

Abstract: Ensuring the food and nutrition security of populations is the basis for sustainable 

national development and regional stability. In rural Timor-Leste, the majority of people are 

semi-subsistence farmers who raise livestock yet diets consistently lack protein and child 

malnutrition is high. The presentation will focus on methodological and engagement aspects 

of the undertaking of this longitudinal and interdisciplinary study. Close collaboration between 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Timorese Research Ethics Committee and an 

international NGO implementing a nutrition-sensitive agriculture program, enabled the 

effective engagement of local authorities and participants. Data collection was supported 

through a team recruited from a local NGO, skilled in the local language of half of the research 

sites. Logistical and linguistic challenges informed the many complexities during fieldwork. The 

collaboration between different stakeholders and deep engagement with the field team 

benefited the iterative research process and findings interpretation. Investigations in cross-

cultural settings can substantially benefit from collaborative approaches, particularly when 

examining issues across disciplines. 

Keyword: livestock, gender, Timor Leste 

Bio : Gianna is a social sciences researcher and development practitioner. She is passionate 

about food and nutrition security issues, specifically those affecting women, Indigenous 

populations and smallholder farmers. Her PhD explores women´s empowerment in agriculture 

and children’s diets in rural Timor-Leste. As globally most food insecure people are 

smallholders, she investigates the pathways by which agriculture programmes and livelihoods 

can sustainably support nutrition outcomes. Her research interests are cross-disciplinary with 

a focus on food access and diets, and on how gender relations intersect with these in 

development contexts. She has worked in Australia and Southeast Asia for over a decade.  
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Multi-stakeholder mangrove forest landscape restoration opportunity mapping in Indonesia 

Benjamin Brown 

PhD Candidate 

CDU Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods 

 

Abstract: Multi-stakeholder groups were convened in two degraded Indonesian mangrove 

landscapes to develop restoration opportunity maps.  Resultant maps depicted low (0.03%) 

and moderate (15.9%) restoration opportunity.  Power dynamics within the multi-stakeholder 

groups, primarily between government forest managers and fish farmers responsible for 

converting the mangrove landscape, raised concerns that the results of restoration 

opportunity mapping did not accurately reflect stakeholder interest in restoration.  

Separate stakeholder interviews were conducted, and qualitative content analysis 

performed to develop five themes in each landscape related to stakeholder willingness to 

undertake restoration.  The resultant themes depicted a chronological progression from pre-

transgression, through transgression to a current point of contention.  These themes revealed 

the initial social factors leading to landscape transgression, as well as developing forms of fish 

farmer capital, which currently serve as bottlenecks to restoration. Future options in both 

landscapes were unclear, with fish farmers more interested in external investment in 

continued aquaculture than restoration.  If forced to undertake restoration, fish farmers are 

likely to escalate conflict, or leave the region to transform additional mangrove landscapes 

(known as leakage). The findings of content analysis reveal numerous social and economic 

bottlenecks which emerge and change over time, serving to impede mangrove forest 

landscape restoration. The research underscores the importance of social and economic 

factors in determining mangrove forest landscape restoration, in light of a current focus on 

biophysical factors and overly-ambitious national policy mandates for total mangrove 

restoration by 2045.  

Bio: Benjamin Brown has been living and working in Indonesia for 20 years since 1995, involved 

in community-based mangrove management. In 2000, Ben founded a small grassroots NGO 

called Blue Forests, working in 12 provinces in Indonesia as well as Cambodia, Thailand, Sri 

Lanka, Malaysia and Timor Leste.  Ben is currently enrolled as a PhD Candidate at CDU-RIEL and 

serves as a member of the IUCN Mangrove Specialist Group, Blue Carbon Scientific Working 

Group and Society for Ecological Restoration Australia.    
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Effect of land-use change to Indonesian Papua mangrove blue carbon: an implication for 

national emission reduction targets  

Sigit D. Sasmito 

PhD Candidate 

CDU Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods 

 

Abstract: The impact of mangrove deforestation on carbon emission has been globally 

reported, but uncertainty remains at the national scale due to geographical variability and field 

data limitation. Indonesia is home for nearly a quarter of the world’s mangrove with more than 

50% of their mangroves area are located in Papua. Although most of them remain undisturbed, 

quite a few LULCC activities such as logging as part of production forest and large scale dieback 

are happening over the past few years.  

In this study, we assessed blue carbon storage of Indonesia Papua mangroves and their 

potential emissions in response to deforestation and LULCC between 2000 and 2018. We 

conducted a field-based the carbon stock assessment across 299 plots of seven mangrove sites 

including Teminabuan, Bintuni, Kaimana, and Timika. Our findings suggest that Indonesia 

Papuan mangrove blue carbon storages are equal with nearly half of the world’s mangrove 

biomass carbon stocks. Although carbon emissions generated by LULCC were relatively small, 

preventing further LULCC in Papua mangroves alone could potentially contribute national 

greenhouse gas emissions reduction target as outlined in the Nationally Determined 

contribution (NDC). Further, our findings imply that conserving mangroves across Indonesia 

Papua is substantial for natural-based climate policy solution.  

Key words: Climate change mitigation, Carbon emission, Paris Agreement 

 

Bio: Sigit Sasmito is a PhD Candidate at RIEL Ecosystem Function Group and also affiliated with 

CIFOR in Bogor, Indonesia. His current research explores the consequences of land-use and 

land-cover changes to mangrove blue carbon storage function. His research is focused in West 

Papua, Indonesia -- where is home for more than 10% of the world’s mangrove. 
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Strengthening Natural Hazard Consequence Risk Reduction with Experiential Learning in the 

Indonesian and Australian Agricultural Sectors   

David McKenzie  

PhD Student 

CDU College of Health and Human Sciences 

 

Abstract: The intensifying incidence of climate change-related natural hazard phenomena is 

amplifying the disruptive consequence risks of flooding and drought, that is jeopardising the 

sustainability of eco-systems, livelihood activities, food systems, and the well-being of people 

in Indonesian and Australian agricultural communities.  

The agricultural sector is embedded with livelihood entities and community exemplars 

displaying adapted and sustainable livelihood performance, and personal and community 

wellbeing in counteracting hazard consequence risks. This study is working with the Indonesian 

Resilience Development Initiative in generating a shared understanding of the adaptive and 

transforming processes that sets exemplars apart from others.  

Developing culturally sustainable communities of practice co-created and led by local 

communities through experiential learning processes is central for engaging community 

participation and proactively adopting sustainable planned risk reduction interventions. This 

study is seeking to develop a communities of practice business model as a community created 

and led vehicle for spreading widespread adoption and implementation of hazard 

consequence risk reduction strategies.  

The objective of this presentation is in advancing conversation that hazard 

consequence risks are a shared responsibility and are best counteracted by co-created and led 

community strategies and implementation processes.  

 Keyword: hazard, agriculture, Indonesia 

 

Bio: David has extensive vocational experience in agricultural science and rural communities 

as a farm manager, rural financial counsellor and an agricultural market analyst with ProFarmer 

Australia. David has an Honours degrees in Psychological Science with first class honours 

(University of Tasmania) and Agricultural Science (University of Melbourne). He completed a 

Post Graduate Diploma in Emergency & Disaster Management in 2018 
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Disaster Warning in Myths, Legends and Folklores across the Indonesian Archipelago 

Mujiburrahman 

PhD Student 

CDU College of Indigenous Futures, Arts and Society (CIFAS) 

 

Abstract: Throughout history, Indonesia has oral traditions and stories about geological 

phenomenon such as how lakes are formed, volcanos erected; storms, floods and lands slides 

occurred. These stories are regarded as folklore, myths and legends. While these stories may 

well be made up by the local communities to make sense of the natural environment, it may 

contradict the advancement of science and technology. This study will initially search for local 

Indonesia folklore, myths and legends which have a relationship with natural disaster. We will 

investigate what are the causes of the natural disasters, what are the early warning signs and 

how did the community respond. The stories are embedded with moral values that reminds 

people to manage conflicts wisely during calamities. Using the lenses of disaster management, 

this perspective shows that stories are ways for community to prepare to face disaster and 

understand the risk in the environment. The selected stories used publications that were 

retrieved from Ministry of Education and Culture. The inventory is be classified into 34 

provinces and clustered into regions of major islands in Indonesia such as Sumatera, 

Kalimantan, Java, Sulawesi, Nusa Tenggara, Maluku and Papua.   

Keyword: folklore, disaster, Indonesia 

 

Bio: Mujiburrahman was selected as a receiver of the Young Scientist Award from the 

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk. In 2018 he was awarded the LPDP Scholarship from the 

Indonesian Government to pursue a PhD in Humanitarian, Emergencies and Disaster 

Management Studies at Charles Darwin University. 
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From dystopia to utopia: Indonesia Vision 2045 - an experiment with Indonesian fire 

management policy makers 

Dr Jonatan Lassa  

Senior Lecturer in Humanitarian, Emergency and Disaster Management 

CDU College of Indigenous Futures, Arts and Society (CIFAS) 

 

Abstract: About 20 million people in Sumatra and Kalimantan experienced dystopian realities 

where the survivors had been constantly exposed to highly polluted haze for months in the El-

Nino year 2015. Some pockets of these regions have been constantly under annual haze 

pollution for about two decades. Neighbouring countries have been affected on regular basis. 

The forest fire disaster in 2015 caused disruptions and delays of flights and supplies for up to 

four months in many cities and towns. Health costs had been tremendous and health risk 

remains facts to be seen in the future. The popular Indonesian President, Joko Widodo showed 

a determination to turn the dystopia into utopia and further into eutopia - a positive future 

reality that can be achieved with the right policy. This research examines utopian ideas shared 

by Indonesian officials who have been dealing with the forest fire in the last five years at 

different levels. It particularly analyses changes in the utopian ideas among the same 

participants in three DFAT/Australian Awards funded workshops in Indonesia and Australia 

conducted during October 2017 and March 2018. This study further analyses different utopian 

thoughts from presidential level to the present 2045 vision.  

Keyword: fire management, policy, Indonesia 

 

Bio: Dr Jonatan Lassa is an interdisciplinary social scientist with civil engineering background. 

He currently teaches and supervises students on interdisciplinary dimension of emergency, 

disaster management and climate change adaptation at Charles Darwin University, Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 


