Northern Institute Research Theme:

Realist Research Evaluation and Learning
Initiative (RREALI)
VISION
The Realist Research Evaluation and Learning Initiative RREALI
contributes to the effectiveness of policies and programs by
developing, teaching, using and promoting realist research and
evaluation (RR&E) methodology and methods. It aims to become
a world-class Realist Research Centre, working collaboratively
with research partners, communities and industries to improve
understanding of complex policy and program issues and their
outcomes in diverse contexts.

Realist approaches can be used in almost all forms of evaluation
(process, outcome, impact, economic evaluation) and in more
or less participatory ways. They can also be used in synthesising
existing evidence and in other kinds of applied social research.

CAPABILITY

Stakeholders have used our evaluations to identify the outcomes
and assess the value of their programs to program-users; to inform
funding decisions; and to modify or redesign programs and policies.

The team undertakes research and evaluation in areas such as
health, housing, education and training, community services,
Indigenous affairs and international development. We also provide
training and mentoring in evaluation and evaluative thinking; using
program theory for program design, development, monitoring and
evaluation; commissioning evaluations; and disseminating and
using findings. We also use capacity building approaches, gradually
handing over responsibility to research and evaluation partners,
where that’s appropriate.

We also support the development of realist research and evaluation in
other parts of the university, around Australia and in other countries

IMPACT

Partner universities have established, or are establishing, realist
research methods curricula and realist research programs.
RREALI also seeks to extend existing markets and build new markets for
the University in evaluation, policy and program-related research, by:
> Developing realist research and evaluation methods and tools;

We pride ourselves on developing innovative methods that are
appropriate to particular research or evaluation questions. We use
applied projects to develop and refine methods.

> Developing evaluation and research in markets new to the
university:

Realist methodologies build understanding of how and why policies and
programs cause different outcomes in different contexts. This knowledge
can then be used to inform decisions about, for example, the appropriate
mix of programs for different contexts, how to tailor programs to different
contexts, and whether – and how – to scale programs out.

> Building the University’s capacity for high quality evaluation and
high impact research;
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> Developing a supportive environment for evidence-informed policy
and programs by building capacity of partners and collaborators

