
  

 
REGIONAL REFUGEE SETTLEMENT: LEARNING FROM THE PAST, PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE 
 
 
INVITATION 
We are pleased to invite registrations to participate in a forum and roundtable on the settlement of 
humanitarian migrants in regional Australia. 
 
These events will bring together key stakeholders to consider knowledge gaps, challenges and opportunities 
affecting the diverse processes and experiences of humanitarian migrant settlement in regional Australia.  
 
The proposed forum and roundtable offer an opportunity to: 
i. conduct a stocktake of key learnings about regional settlement, 
ii. deepen the research and practice focus on recognised knowledge gaps, and  
iii. discuss and develop practical responses to persistent challenges. 
 
The Organising Committee intends to develop two outputs from these events: A special issue in the academic 
journal, Australian Geographer and a companion volume for practitioners and policymakers. 
 
The forum and roundtable are supported by: 
• The Northern Institute, Charles Darwin University;  
• The Australian Centre for Culture, Environment, Society and Space (ACCESS), the University of 

Wollongong;  
• School of Social Sciences and the Institute for Culture and Society, Western Sydney University; 
• University of South Australia  
 
The organising committee includes:  
Dr George Tan and Dr Kate Golebiowska (Charles Darwin University);  
Associate Professor Rae Dufty-Jones (Western Sydney University); 
Associate Professor Natascha Klocker and Dr Olivia Dun (University of Wollongong);  
Mr Emmanuel Musoni (Great Lakes Agency for Peace and Development International); 
Ms Margaret Piper AM;  
Dr David Radford and Ms Sarah Faulkner (University of South Australia) 
Ms Talia Stump (Multicultural NSW) 
 
 
FORUM AND ROUNDTABLE DETAILS 
 
The full-day forum will include short 15 to 20 minute presentations from diverse stakeholders, including: 
people and communities with lived experiences of regional settlement as humanitarian migrants, academics, 
policymakers, practitioners, and volunteers.  
 
The forum will be followed by a half-day roundtable. This roundtable will be structured to allow participants 
to collaboratively plan outputs derived from the insights generated via the forum. This event aspires to 
develop materials that will enable meaningful communication of forum insights to a diverse range of 
audiences (e.g. academics, policy makers, community groups). 



 
The forum and roundtable will facilitate both online or in-person participation, depending on participants’ 
locations and preferences. The forum is scheduled for October 12th 2021, from 9.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m, AEST) 
and the roundtable for October 15th 2021 (from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m, AEST). 
 
Covid-19 permitting, we are hoping to host hubs for in-person attendance at the University of South Australia, 
Western Sydney University (Parramatta Campus) and Charles Darwin University. Please indicate your interest 
in online or in-person attendance when registering online.  
 
REGISTRATIONS 
  
Participants may choose to present a paper at the forum, or to attend without presenting a paper. 
 
Attending: Registrations open June 28th, 2021. Please register your attendance by 28th September 2021 (if 
you plan to attend in-person) or 6th October 2021 (for online attendance). 
 
Presenting: Please submit a 250–300-word abstract via https://47cyj12o4u7.typeform.com/to/X2or9s9w 
by 26th July 2021. The organising committee will respond to all submissions by 23rd August 2021. 

 
All forum participants are invited to participate at the roundtable (whether or not you presented a paper). 
Please register your availability for both events using the online registration form.  
 
We especially encourage participation and/or submissions from those with lived experience.  
Note: We do not have the financial capacity to pay for in-person attendance. 
 
FORUM THEMES 
The forum and roundtable are organised around five key themes that address knowledge gaps and persistent 
challenges. Submissions that fall outside these themes but address the regional settlement of people from 
refugee backgrounds, will be considered. When submitting your abstract, please clearly state if you are 
submitting under one of these themes. 
 
Theme 1. Mobilities to regional Australia: bridging the gap between expectations and outcomes 
Regional settlement of people from refugee backgrounds raises a range of expectations – amongst 
destination communities, key stakeholders and the individuals concerned, who are seeking to establish 
new lives outside Australia’s largest cities. We are seeking contributions that explore diverse groups’ 
expectations surrounding regional settlement and how these match (or not) against regional settlement 
outcomes. We also welcome contributions that explore how government, key stakeholders, organisations 
and communities (both destination communities and communities from refugee backgrounds) can respond 
to bridging any gaps.  
 
Theme 2. Finding the ‘right fit’ in regional communities 
Fitting into a new place can be challenging and often daunting. What does it mean to find the ‘right fit’ 
(e.g., employment, housing, social infrastructure, size of the town) when it comes to people from refugee 
backgrounds moving into regional towns and communities? What can we learn from examples where the 
right fit has – or has not – been found? To what extent does finding the right fit contribute to the attraction 
and retention of people from refugee backgrounds in regional Australia, and to supportive and welcoming 
attitudes within destination communities? Under this theme, we are not only seeking contributions that 
explore the key ingredients that create the pragmatic component of this ‘fit’, but also contributions that 
conceptualise how social and cultural norms negotiated between established communities and new arrivals 
advance connection and belonging.  

 

https://47cyj12o4u7.typeform.com/to/X2or9s9w


Theme 3. Exploring environmental influences on regional settlement success 
Regional settlement frameworks are largely based on and assessed against standardised objectives and 
criteria. Emerging research, however, suggests a need to better understand the factors leading to regional 
settlement success that are specific to places. Under this theme, we seek contributions that explore how 
features of the built and natural environments (e.g. flora, fauna, landscape, climate and similarities to place 
of origin) influence wellbeing, shape belonging and ultimately impact the settlement outcomes of 
humanitarian migrants in regional Australia. 
 
Theme 4. Looking beyond a singular ‘refugee’ identity and experience 
Regional Australia is heterogeneous and so are the people from refugee backgrounds who settle in these 
areas. Under this theme, we seek contributions that adopt an intersectional lens on regional settlement 
policy and research. For instance, contributions may explore the myriad identities, motivations and 
aspirations of people from refugee backgrounds and how these shape belonging in particular places. 
Contributions under this theme will seek to elucidate how former refugees’ experiences of regional 
settlement vary according to factors such as, but not limited to, gender, sexuality, ethnic and religious 
diversity, age, and life stage.  
 

Theme 5. Moving out of regional Australia 
Population growth and retention are often considered a key criterion of regional settlement success. 
Accordingly, out-migration of former refugees from regional areas is typically portrayed as a loss or 
indicator of failure. This theme provides an opportunity to rethink the narrative of ‘failed settlement’ in 
regional communities, and to identify the important role that such communities play in equipping former 
refugees with the social and human capital required to, in turn, establish themselves elsewhere in 
Australia.  

 
FORUM AND ROUNDTABLE OUTCOMES 
The forum and roundtable are designed to be a collaborative process. As noted above, the forum will include 
presentations from diverse stakeholders. The roundtable is dedicated towards opening a conversation 
between participants, enabling them collectively to identify and work towards outputs that are meaningful 
for different groups. It will provide opportunities for those less experienced in academic publishing to craft 
papers with researchers, if they wish to do so. 
 
We anticipate publishing two outputs in 2022 
• A Special Issue in the Australian Geographer. This volume will bring together critical and innovative 

papers from participants. Discussion at the roundtable will facilitate new connections and create a space 
for developing more collaborative papers than those initially presented at the forum. 

• A companion volume for practitioners and policymakers. This volume aims to substantially advance the 
current state of knowledge and to inform policy and practice with a view to benefitting regional 
communities and former refugees who reside in – or aspire to move to – regional Australia.  
 
 

Important dates 
Abstracts due: 26th July 2021 
Registrations for in person attendance:  28th June to 28th September 2021 
Registrations for online attendance: 28th June to 6th October 2021 
Decision on acceptance to present at the forum: 30th August 2021 
Full day forum: 12th October 2021 (9.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m AEST) 
Half-day roundtable: 15th October 2021 (9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m, AEST) 


